Statement of need for Hammersmith Meeting House
Introduction
This is a rare opportunity for a new building in London. We hope to achieve a landmark building, a witness to our view of the world. 

The Quaker meeting house in Hammersmith, London, is being displaced by redevelopment of the area where it stands. This is the second meeting house Quakers have had in Hammersmith. The first dated from the late seventeenth century and was destroyed in World War II. The second has been in use for around fifty years. We will need to move in 2010. We are negotiating with the local authority and the developers, under threat of a Compulsory Purchase Order. A site has been identified and financial arrangements are under discussion. 

We wish the replacement for our current building to witness to the community in which we are based. The building should be welcoming to the community, in keeping with its setting, ‘green’ and multipurpose. It should reflect our history and our future. Our meeting houses are not consecrated ground in the traditional sense – the bricks and mortar hold no specifically sacred meaning or value. 

Our meeting house has at various times has also been used for a nursery school, AA meetings, yoga classes, as well as hosted other religious groups without their own venues. We will continue to let our premises to community groups, not only on principle but also because we need the building to be financially self-sustaining. 

For further information about Quakers, see www.quaker.org.uk, www.hammersmithmeeting.com, or articles in Wikipedia.
Building purpose
The meeting house is intended to provide a place for Quaker worship and to witness to our testimonies to peace, simplicity, integrity and equality. It is to be a place where anybody should feel comfortable. Multipurpose rooms are essential to enable the community to benefit from the building. An important objective for the building is that it becomes an integrated part of the neighbourhood, while reflecting Quaker values.
Building feel
The building should have a feeling of simplicity and calm, and use natural light as a primary design element.
Location
A roughly rectangular lot of approx 720 sq m on the east side of a street of mid nineteenth-century terraced housing, near the centre of Hammersmith.
Key building requirements
A large meeting room with a high ceiling and natural light which will hold 60-80 people, a foyer, two other multipurpose rooms, kitchen, sufficient lavatories and store room.  

There needs to be good sound-proofing between rooms so several groups can meet at the same time without risk of disturbing each other. Our worship is based in silence, so acoustic excellence is a priority and a speaker in any part of the room must be audible throughout. 

The site will include a garden suitable for children to play and space to park at least 4 cars.
The population
Our worshipping community includes people of all ages. Quakers tend to be contemplative people who often choose simple lifestyles and engage in areas of social concern.
The economy
The building has to pay its way and therefore the meeting house space itself should be multifunctional, as well as the individual rooms. We are actively interested in finding ways to use part of the site to generate steady income.
Area available to build
The internal floor space of our present building is approx 215 sq m. We expect a new building of at least the same size for Quaker and community use. Further building for office or residential use for the benefit of Hammersmith Quaker Meeting would be in addition.
Planning for the future
With proper maintenance this building should survive well into the twenty-second century and cater for future generations of Quakers.
Cultural issues 

Our commitment to environmental best practice requires us to aim for building to the standard of ‘Passive House’. 

Result of members’ brainstorming
Result of Hammersmith Meeting House brainstorming with 52 “Friends” ages 5 – 95.  We aspire to a visionary building, a serene place to meditate and worship, that is substantial while reflecting our testimonies of simplicity, which is modern but will incorporate the best elements of our traditional values and aesthetics.  The main worshiping room should have a high-ceilinged openness, which uses natural light and reflects a pantry-like coolness.  We both encourage our children to express themselves without disturbing others and also wish to facilitate those with hearing problems to hear; so need both soundproofing between rooms with as well as good acoustics within rooms.  With a warm and welcoming “face” and flexible uses for the local community, we want a building we can be proud of.   But as a worshiping community, the building is not as important as the people who use it.  

